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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, SF, US, ILO 

SUBJECT: GROBBELAAR COMMENTS ON ILO MEETING 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 1392 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE, WHICH CONTAINS ARTHUR 
GROBBELAAR'S COMMENTS ON THE CURRENT MFF.TNG OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION. WAS PUBLISHED IN THE 
JUNE 8 EDITION OF THE RAND DAILY MAIL PRIOR TO HIS 
DEPARTURE FOR GENEVA. 

2. QUOTE: SOUTH AFRICA'S RESTRICTIVE BLACK LABOR 
POLICIES WILL BE ATTACKED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION WHICH OPENS IN 
GENEVA THIS WEEKEND. THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 
TRADE UNION COUNCIL OF SOUTH AFRICA, MR. ARTHUR 
GROBBELAAR, WHO WILL ATTEND AS AN OBSERVER, SAID 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY WOULD BE DEVOTED TO A DEBATE ON 
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SOUTH AFRICA'S POLITICAL AND LABOR POLICIES. MR. GROBBELAAR 
WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF TUCSA, MR. 

STEVE SCHEEPERS. BACKGROUND TO THE DISCUSSIONS WILL 
BE AN ILO SECRETARIAT DOCUMENT WHICH CLAIMS THAT THE 
CONTINUED APPLICATION OF " APARTHEID LABOR POLICIES" 

HAS RESULTED IN BITTERNESS AND RESENTMENT THAT POSE " THE 
GRAVEST THREAT TO SOUTH AFRICA'S STABILITY" ILO 
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GOVERNMENT AND EMPLOYER REPRESENTATIVES WILL NOT TAKE PART 
IN THE DISCUSSION. THE LIKELY DIRECTION OF THE DEBATE 
IS APPARENT FROM THE DOCUMENT'S REFERENCE TO " THE STATUS 
RESERVED FOR AFRICAN WORKERS IN AN ECONOMY WEDDED TO THE 
PRINCIPLES OF WHITE DOMINATION ENDANGERED SOCIAL PEACE 
IN SOUTH AFRICA ". MR. GROBBELAAR SAID THE MAJOR ISSUE 
AT THE CONFERENCE WOULD BE WHETHER THE UNITED STATES WOULD 
CARRY OUT ITS THREAT TO WITHDRAW FROM THE WORLD LABOR 
BODAY BECAUSE OF ITS PREOCCUPATION WITH POLITICS. THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT SERVED NOTICE ON THE ILO TWO 
YEARS AGO THAT IT WAS "TOO POLITICISED". MR. GROBBELAAR 
SAID IF THE UNITED STATES PULLED OUT. IT COULD BE THE 
END OF THE ILO. NOT ONLY DID THE UNITED STATES CONTRIBUTE 
25 PERCENT OF THE ORGANIZATION'S FUNDS, BUT IF THE 
UNITED STATES WITHDREW WESTERN EUROPEAN NATIONS 
COULD FOLLOW. MR. GROBBELAAR SAID HE HAD NO RIGHT 
TO SPEAK AT THE CONFERENCE BECAUSE SOUTH AFRICA WITHDREW 
ITS MEMBERSHIP IN 1964 - END QUOTE. KIRBY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 09-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977JOHANN01436 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770205-1185 

Format: TEL 

From: JOHANNESBURG 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770674/aaaacnba.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: be321782-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 JOHANNESBURG 1392 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2217450 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GROBBELAAR COMMENTS ON ILO MEETING 
TAGS: ELAB, SF, US, ILO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/be321782-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



